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WHAT’S YOUR SECRET?

There are hundreds on the line [at Weston
Beach Race] revving like mad, but you
have to keep your head, be real focused
onthelights, not be too eager andjust
dropthe clutch. Ifyou pin it straightaway
onsand you're going nowhere fast.

PSYCHE YOURSELF UP

ORBE CALM?

Itry to stay relaxed. | keep thinking,
sothatifthe start goes bad, | can
concentrate on what happens next.
Ifldomess itup then | try notto worry
about the couple of people in front of me—
the race is more than just the first corner.

BLIPIT OR FULL THROTTLE?
Itrytokeepitat a steady rpm, sort my
weight distribution outand feel the
way the bike launches. It’s funny, I've
beenracinginthe Statesand the
Americansalljust holditonthe
limiter, especially on the 250s. Keep

it smooth—sometimes you've got to
goslowtogofast.

EVER GOT IT WRONG?

Yep, big time atalocalmotocrossrace a
fewyears ago. | was waiting for the start
gateto drop. We were there solong

the clutch on my TM boiled and it just
took off onits own, up, up, and over

the gate backwards and away she went.
Not my finesthour.
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B OF THE COURIERS

WHAT’S YOUR SECRET?

| always tried to avoid the dirty part of the
‘track’ where you can’thook up properly,
and also tried to checkthe reflection of
the perpendicular lights in windows and
windscreens for a vital advantage. The
prosgoonthe ‘G’ of green—you’'ve got
to be so careful if you launch on amber
around town.

PSYCHE YOURSELF UP

ORBE CALM?

Theideal situation is tofilter through the
traffictolights already on red and slot
your front wheel about six inches in front
of any other bikes’. Put down a marker,
noacknowledgment, psychethemout.
Then use your peripheral vision—is
anyone creeping forwards, has their
bodylanguage changed? Each traffic
lightmatch-upis a challenge that must
be met and dealt with sucessfully.

BLIPIT OR FULL THROTTLE?
lusedtodoitas cool as possible from
tickover, butjust have the clutchonthe
biting point. Lights change, increase
therevsandletthe clutch out. Then

nail it, second, third maybe, tograba

few bike lengths. Thenyou’ve gotto

back off before getting into licence-losing
territory. Job done.

EVER GOT IT WRONG?
No. |wasrarely beaten.

GOLD & GOOSE

| CHRIS WALKER

! HE SAWTHE LIGHTS GO

ONBUT WASN'T AT HOME
AT LEGUNA SECA

WHAT’S YOUR SECRET?

| don’tknow ifit’s much of asecret but I've
gotamotocross background, sowhenthe
startline consists of bikes spread 100ft
wide and the first comeris only 40ft wide,

it certainly focuses your mind.

PSYCHE YOURSELF UP

ORBE CALM?

Abitof bothreally. | like tohave as much
funas | can, laughing and joking to take
my mind off it all; you need distractions

otherwise you can over-think the job.

| dothe warm-up lap, check my gloves

and helmet, patthe tank and I'm ready.

BLIPIT OR FULL THROTTLE?
I'mablipper. You'retold nottodoitin
motocross orroad riding but if | don’t blip
| can’thear my motor above the pack. It’s
justmy style. | don’t use launch control—
justabit of clutch and back brake to stop
thefront wheel bouncing.

EVER GOT IT WRONG?

Yeah, badly at Laguna Seca WSB.
Normally, | watch the earlyracesto see
how long the start lights will hold you for.

| saw the start of the AMA Superbike race
and was pretty confident, but | didn’t
realise they used differentlights to us. So
whenourturn came | was looking inthe
wrong place and must’ve missed it by
aboutthree seconds. | wasn’teveningear!
I've nevertold anyone about that before. ...

au
2002 ST4S

Inthe late 90s, Ducati’s answerto the VFR was
the lumbering two-valve ST2. Butin 2002 the
flagship Desmoquattro 996-powered ST4S
arrived. Here’s Paul Hearns’ example.

‘I'd always fancied a V-twin, and a Ducati.

I spotted an 11,000 mile, 2002 ST4S atalocal
dealer. The ST4S’s specification read like
aspecial’s—Brembo, Marchesini, Showaand
Ohlins-mated to an 888-derived frame
housing the re-tuned 996 engine. The more
conventional pipe layout of the STAS meant
that, ontheroad, it was often more powerful
than the stock 996. | bought it.

‘Ithad afewissues. New Carbone
Lorraine brake pads and new fluid brought the
Goldline calipers up to standard again. Low-
down performance was sorted with a proper
set up ofthe RPM sensorand asmaller,
14-tooth front sprocket, but it was still lumpy in
town. The general ‘Italian-ness’ was smoothed
outwith aPCIIl, K&N filter, hacked (er, modified)
airbox, iridium plugs and some dyno time. It still
produced a healthy 113hp at the wheel.

‘APB set-up guide for the 996 (which
shares the same components) gave a baseline
forthe suspension, backed off for suppleness
on Irishroads.

‘For convenience, a sidestand bypass switch
went onand with Motul MoCoolin the radiator
and an aftermarket fan city traffic is no longer
aball-boiling experience. | fitted sports mirrors,
adouble bubble screen and adjustable levers,
along with some R&G kit for its first trackday.

‘Diablo Stradas are agood compromise for
winter back roads as well asfirst gear hairpins.

‘So, asupposedly fragile, expensive sports
tourer has proved to be areliable, cheap,
capable and comfortable superbike. [t gives as
much confidence tipping into amuck covered
roundabout in January asit does tackling
Mondello’s twin 90-degree bends, known
locallyas Tarzan 1 and 2.

‘Home maintenance for all but specialistitems
is easy. She’s north of 20,000 miles now and
due forafork and shock rebuild next winter.
Performance-wise, sheis plenty forme, and as
the arse hasfallen out of second-hand values,
Ireckonl'lirunthe 4Sforafewyears yet. KL




